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Hi, it’s Candlelighters here. We are back in full 
swing with our bi-annual newsletter, so here 
we are with our 2021 autumn edition! After 
our spring 2021 Bumper Edition which was 
jam-packed with the many achievements, 
stories and inspirational feats that we’d 
shared together over the last year, there is 
plenty more to come in this edition too.

There is always something new and exciting happening 
at Candlelighters, whether that be the launch of a 
new project, fabulous new fundraising ideas from 
our supporters, or simply sharing the stories of our 
incredible families. There’s lots of those in here!

So without further ado, we welcome you to the world of 
Candlelighters, one great big family, with one great big 
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Ey up!  What’s coming up in the
Candlelighters Newsletter? 

“It can rain on us 
for the rest of our 

journey, as long as we 
have our Candlelighters 

umbrella!”

Mum

 IT’S BACK!

Date for your Diary
Annual General Meeting - Wednesday 29th September 2021. Time: 6.00pm – 6.30pm
Option to attend in person or via Zoom (a link to the Zoom meeting will be sent out on 27th 
September 2021). Strictly RSVP to Lucy at 
by 1;th September 2021 or call 0113 887 8333

Copies of the Charity’s accounts can be sent out before the meeting on request.
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The Wards & Clinic Supporting the children’s Oncology 

Wards and the oncology

and haematology day unit is a big 

part of Candlelighters’ work. 

We have a great presence at the oncology wards and clinic at 
Leeds Children’s Hospital, where our Family Support Workers 
provide crucial front-line support for families in the hospital. Our 
team provide practical support to families staying on the wards 
or visiting the clinic, helping to signpost our services, entertaining 
children so that parents can get some respite and anything and 
everything in between. We also fund the roles of Social Workers, 
Play Leaders, a Dinner Lady, an Outreach Play Specialist, 
Paediatric Radiographers and more across the children’s hospital, 
tvszmhmrk i|xve wyttsvx xs jeqmpmiw erh xli RLW lswtmxep wxeʆ 2

‘Sarah, mum to sixteen-year-old Sam, often attended the Day 
Clinic at Leeds Children’s Hospital for Sam’s treatment. Sarah 
{ew viepp} kvexijyp jsv xli gytw sj gsʆ ii {i ywih xs qeoi liv0 
erh wli {erxih xs kmzi fego f} hsrexmrk e jvmhki xs yw ws {i 
{ivirùx gsrwxerxp} {epomrk fego erh jsvxl jvsq xli tevirxùw 
omxglir xs kix qmpo0 gsph hvmrow erh wuymvx} gvieq jsv lsx glsgw% 
So, the family raised loads of money for the fridge (around 
Ç6o%%%-2 Xli} fsyklx xli jvmhki fyx sfzmsywp}0 xlivi {ew E PSX sj 
money left over so they wanted it ring-fencing to other things the 
wards and Day Clinic needed. 

Using that and additional money from Candlelighters we have 
bought for Ward L31 - a microwave for the treatment room to 
liex yt liex tegow jsv xli glmphvir0 e ri{ xsewxiv0 ri{ xie0 
gsʆ ii0 wykev germwxivw erh rmgi ri{ wxsveki fs{pw jsv wregow 
ixg2 Sr [evh P76 {i lezi fsyklx e ri{ pevki jvmhki jvii~iv 
jsv xli tevirxùw vssq0 e gsʆ ii qeglmri0 e xsewxmi qeglmri erh 
e xefpixst szir erh {i epws lezi ri{ xeoie{e}3 xvezip gytw 
across the wards. We also supply all wards with chocolate bars, 
w{iixw0 gsʆ ii tshw erh qsvi%ùw{iixw0 gsʆ ii tshw erh qsvi%ù

Eq}0 Jeqmp} Wyttsvx [svoiv

øXli pmwx mw irhpiww fyx nywx xs reqi e ji{> lipt {mxl peyrhv}0 
jssh zsyglivw erh jssh wlsttmrk0 vijivvepw jsv xepomrk xlivet}0 
qewweki sʆ ivw0 ep{e}w gligomrk sr qi erh Hmeqsrh ewomrk mj 
{i riih er}xlmrk hsmrk2 Ksh ors{w {lex M {syph hs {mxlsyx 
xliwi gytw sj xie erh nywx jsv xliq fimrk xlivi xs pmwxir erh ws 
often passing those tissues when things get too much.’often passing those tissues when things get too much.’

Mum

Ew qer} jeqmpmiw {mpp wtirh e wmkrmĂ gerx eqsyrx sj xmqi 
in hospital, we work to make the environment feel a little 
less daunting by funding decorations, activities and home 
comforts for children and their families.

Over the past few months, we’ve funded lots of equipment 
on the Oncology Wards and Day Unit as well as treats to 
make the hospital stays a little easier.

We’d like to say a huge thank you to Sarah, Sam, 
and their family and friends for raising such an 

incredible amount. You are absolute superstars!

We’ve also provided: 
Baby Monitors, A Projector, Sweets and treats 

throughout the year!

Family Support Workers help with?
What kind of things do our 

Meet our Family Support Workers 

Here at Candlelighters we take safeguarding both adults and children very seriously. 
Everyone has the right to be protected against harm and abuse. 

If you have any concerns or worries that you would like to discuss, we have a team of Safeguarding Leads at 
Candlelighters, so someone will always be around to listen and talk to. We have a duty of care to make sure everyone 
is safe which means information may need to be shared with other agencies to seek the best support for individuals. 

You can ask to speak to one of the Safeguarding Leads, by either visiting The Square or calling 0113 887 8333.

Safeguarding at Candlelighters 
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility
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Volunteering is Back
 (Woohoo!)

Volunteering is Back
Our HR and Volunteering 

Manager, Corinne, and 
HR and Volunteering 

Administrator, Lauren, 
look after all our 

fabulous volunteers

We are so, so happy to be able to finally welcome 
back our wonderful regular volunteers - thank 
you so much for your patience and help during 
these tricky COVID times. We are really grateful 
for everything that you do!

We’ve been busy recruiting new volunteers 
for various roles, including Front of House, 
Family Events, Challenge Events Administrator, 
Community Support Administrator, and 
Volunteer Ambassador. We are super excited to 
welcome Jason, Natalie, Mona, Laura, Michelle, 
Charlotte, and Hannah to our team!

SPECIAL SHOUTOUT!
A big thank you to our volunteer 
gardener, Carl, who, along with his 
family and work colleagues, helped 
us to clear a large overgrown area 
at the back of the Candlelighters 
cottage, and who continues to 
make the garden area look pretty 

E fmk0 gspswwep xlero }sy xs iziv}sri xlex zspyrxiivih ex xli 
Total Warrior, York 10k and the Leeds 10k and Half Marathon; 
these events raise much-needed funds for Candlelighters 
and could not go ahead without you!

We really need more volunteers to help marshal or cheer 
at the Yorkshire Marathon on 17th October 2021! 
Please do contact volunteering@candlelighters.org.uk 
fijsvi 68xl Witxiqfiv mj }sy evi efpi xs lipt2 

Event volunteers

Volunteering opportunity
for family members!

If you have been supported by Candlelighters and are at a 
stage in your journey where you feel you would like to help 
us, then this opportunity could be perfect for you!

Ew syv jyrhvemwmrk sttsvxyrmxmiw evi fikmrrmrk xs stir 
up again, we are looking to recruit more Volunteer 
Eqfewwehsvw xs wyttsvx xli Jyrhvemwmrk Xieq2

For more information and to apply, please complete an application via our website
www.candlelighters.org.uk/howyoucanhelp/volunteer-for-candlelighters/current-volunteering-opportunities
or if you have any questions please contact Corinne or Lauren in the HR and Volunteering Team on 0113 887 8333 
or email volunteering@candlelighters.org.uk

HOW 
TO 

APPLY

What is a Volunteer Ambassador,
I hear you say ?

Zspyrxiiv Eqfewwehsvw vitviwirx Gerhpipmklxivw ex 
functions and events throughout Yorkshire. They help 
us reach a wider audience and have a wider presence 
throughout the region, raising awareness of our work and 
encouraging individuals and groups to support our work.

The role of an ambassador is varied, 
but activities may include:

      Representing Candlelighters at events and functions

      Delivering talks and presentations about 
Candlelighters

      Attending cheque presentations (including taking 
part in photographs where required) 

      Receiving donations on behalf of Candlelighters

      Running information and fundraising stalls 

      Promoting ways people can get involved, either as 
supporters or volunteers

      Supporting with other fundraising events 
and activities where possible

We are asking for volunteer ambassadors to be family 
members that we have supported in some way as our 
jeqmpmiw ors{ Ă vwx1lerh {lex {i hs% Zspyrxiivw {syph fi 
asked to attend 1-2 events a month in their local area and 
would receive full training and continuous support. The role 
is subject to an enhanced criminal record check which is 
processed through the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).
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DONATIONS IN MEMORY
Donations in Memory are very precious to us. Whoever your donation remembers, 

we thank you for your very special way of showing your support.
DONATIONS FROM 1ST DECEMBER 2020 – 13TH JUNE 2021

Brian MacFadyen and his Granddaughter £75.00, Brian Teasdale £125.00, Brogan Fenton £25.00, Bronwen Wilson £100.00

Finlay Thomas Nuttall £237.50, Finley Bailey £137.50, Florence Gomersall £50.00, Frank Chappell £105.00, Freda Wood £50.00 

Grandma of Michael Smith £31.25, Granny Val £110.00, Guy Metcalfe £358.70. 

Michael Norfolk £675.00, Molly Lord £12.50, Mother of Susan Smith £25.00, Mr Brook £31.25, Musadique Ahmed £510.00, Nadeem Hussain £62.50

Tony Smith £25.00, Trevor Binks £115.00, Unice Brierley £220.00, Valerie Andrews £175.00, Vicky Marsden

A - G

H - K

L - Q

R - Z

of Memories’ at Cedar Court Hotel, Harrogate. This special day 

children who have sadly lost their lives to cancer. The day involves 
a variety of readings, songs, activities and an afternoon tea will be 

a poem or song to be performed then please email 





9

Ejxiv e wlsvx fexxpi {mxl egyxi p}qtlsfpewxmg piyoeiqme0 
Jill Weaver sadly lost her daughter, Jess, aged eight, in 
2019. Since then, Jill has raised funds for Candlelighters 
in Jess’s memory, most recently publishing a book of 
poetry, ‘In Our Shoes’ of which she’s donated some of the 
tvsgiihw xs Gerhpipmklxivw2 Nmpp we}w0 øEw Niwwù qyq0 M eq 
gsqqmxxih xlex Niwwù qiqsv} {mpp pmzi sr0 xlex liv Ă klxmrk 
spirit keeps going and that something positive will come 
of our tragedy. I would love to see a world where no child 
and family ever has to experience what we did.’

Earlier in the year, the fantastic pupils and team at South Kilvington 
C of E Primary School completed a fundraising walk around their 
zmppeki mr wyttsvx sj tytmp Eqipme0 {ls wehp} vipetwih {mxl egyxi 
p}qtlsfpewxmg piyoeiqme2 Fvmppmerxp}0 Eqipme livwipj pih xli {epo0 {mxl 
classmates and teachers in tow, and members of the South Kilvington 
community came out to show their support. Despite only having 95 
pupils, the school raised an incredible £13,000 and Headteacher, 
Wxitlir Fyxxiv{svxl wemh0 øEqipmeùw glevegxiv0 fveziv} erh gsyveki mw 
er i|eqtpi xs yw epp2 Eqipme mw syv fiegsr sj pmklx erh er i|eqtpi sj 
what our fantastic school represents’.

Fabulous 12-year-old Theo decided to take on the 
gleppirki sj g}gpmrk e {lsttmrk 584 qmpiw gsewx xs gsewx0 
from Whitehaven to Tynemouth, raising over £2,000 
for Candlelighters in the process. Theo was inspired to 
fundraise because of the support we were able to give his 
younger sister, Rose, throughout her cancer experience. 
Mum Emily, dad Tom, and uncle James joined Theo on 
his fantastic fundraising journey (which ended closer to 
160 miles with some detours along the way!), with Rose 
choosing to stay at home and enjoy some quality time 
with Granny and Grandpa instead!

We are so incredibly grateful to everyone involved in community fundraising at Candlelighters – you are all so inspirational. 
Every penny raised means that we can continue to do what we do and be there for families for the road ahead. As we begin to 

move on from the impacts of the pandemic, our income does remain affected, and so the support of fundraisers is as important 
as ever. If you’d like to fundraise for Candlelighters, you can find lots of information to get you started on our website here 

www.candlelighters.org.uk/howyoucanhelp/in-your-community-or-individually
or drop us an email at info@candlelighters.org.uk, and we’ll be happy to help.

 E {srhivjyp kvsyt sj 6: mrwtmvexmsrep 
ladies dubbed ‘Heart & Sole’ from 
Harrogate, recently walked the distance of 
a marathon in and around the Harrogate 
area. Initially aiming to raise £6,000, the 
group of friends spectacularly exceeded 
xlmw ksep ô Ă rmwlmrk xli gleppirki sr 
over £27,000 raised, to be split between 
Candlelighters and another local charity. 
Walk organiser Charlotte Broadwith had 
the brilliant idea to ask local businesses 
to sponsor a mile of the walk each, to a 
fantastic response. The team boosted 
xlimv xsxep {mxl e veʈ  i2 Glevpsxxi {ew 
inspired to found the group after hearing 
how the pandemic had negatively 
impacted community fundraising for many 
charities. The ladies (including a Mum 
whose family had received our support) 
united to conquer the challenge – despite 
a torrential downpour joining for the last 
few miles! 

When Ted Thomas was diagnosed with neuroblastoma 
shortly before Christmas last year, it came as a total shock 
xs tevirxw Erhvi{ erh Eqerhe2 Jspps{mrk lmw hmekrswmw0 
they would have to travel to Leeds to begin treatment, over 
94 qmpiw e{e} jvsq xlimv lsqi mr Hvmʇ  iph0 Iewx ]svowlmvi2 
Candlelighters were able to support the family in a number 
sj {e}w2 Eqe~mrkp}0 Erhvi{ higmhih xs vepp} jvmirhw0 jeqmp} 
and their local community to raise funds for Candlelighters 
in support of Ted. People were keen to help however they 
could, and so far, fundraising in support of Ted has totalled 
over an astonishing £30,000.

Earlier in the year, the fantastic pupils and team at South Kilvington 

Fabulous 12-year-old Theo decided to take on the 

When Ted Thomas was diagnosed with neuroblastoma 

 E {srhivjyp kvsyt sj 6: mrwtmvexmsrep 

In Our Shoes – A Book in Memory of Jess

South Kilvington C of E Primary School

Theo’s Coast to Coast Cycle

SuperTed’s Miles

Heart & Sole

Community
Fundraising

As always, we owe so much to our amazing community fundraisers. 
Through their passion for raising funds for Candlelighters, we are able 
to provide first-class support for families, making Yorkshire one of 
the best places in the world to receive children’s cancer care. Here are 
just some of the incredible ways funds are raised to support children.

poetry, ‘In Our Shoes’ of which she’s donated some of the 
tvsgiihw xs Gerhpipmklxivw2 Nmpp we}w0 øEw Niwwù qyq0 M eq 

Earlier in the year, the fantastic pupils and team at South Kilvington 
C of E Primary School completed a fundraising walk around their 
zmppeki mr wyttsvx sj tytmp Eqipme0 {ls wehp} vipetwih {mxl egyxi 
p}qtlsfpewxmg piyoeiqme2 Fvmppmerxp}0 Eqipme livwipj pih xli {epo0 {mxl 
classmates and teachers in tow, and members of the South Kilvington 
community came out to show their support. Despite only having 95 
pupils, the school raised an incredible £13,000 and Headteacher, 
Wxitlir Fyxxiv{svxl wemh0 øEqipmeùw glevegxiv0 fveziv} erh gsyveki mw 
er i|eqtpi xs yw epp2 Eqipme mw syv fiegsr sj pmklx erh er i|eqtpi sj 
what our fantastic school represents’.

Earlier in the year, the fantastic pupils and team at South Kilvington 
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As we celebrate 45 years of 
Candlelighters, we’ve been catching up 

with some of our families who have 
fond memories from over the years. 

A Trip Down 
Memory Lane!  

Name: Hi I’m Danni 

Diagnosis: Non-Hodgkin lymphoma 

Date: 1989

Memories: M {irx xs xli ]QGE girxvi x{mgi 
with Candlelighters and fondly remember the 
wxeʆ  hyvmrk er} zmwmxw xs gpmrmg2 Tex ex xli jvsrx 
desk always took me round to see the team. 
Xli} givxemrp} qehi e hmʆ ivirgi xs qi 1 xli 
]QGE zmwmxw iwtigmepp} {ivi wsqi sj xli jsrhiwx 
childhood memories I have. I know my mum and 
dad would not have got through without 
the support and we all regularly help 
fundraise for Candlelighters to this day.

And now? I now have a beautiful partner, 
Jade, and three gorgeous children, 
Levv}0 580 Pi|mi0 <0 erh Niwwi0 56 {iiow2

Name: Lipps Mùq Erhvi{ 

Diagnosis: Egyxi p}qtlsfpewxmg piyoeiqme ,EPP-

Date: 1987

Memories: I remember the holiday we went 
on to Primrose Valley which was funded by 
Candlelighters, as well as a toy racing car 
which was donated by the charity. I also think 
Mum set up a local fundraising group! 

And now? I now compete in triathlons and 
am planning my biggest race yet. Over the last 
couple of years I’ve been taking on several 
activities to raise money for Candlelighters. 
I’ve completed several triathlons, a marathon, 
and a half marathon and also held auctions of 
autographed sporting goods to raise extra funds. 

Name: Lm}e Mùq Eq} 

Diagnosis: Acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL)

Date: Just before my 13th birthday 
in 1995 – what a start to the teen years!

Memories: Here I am with Casper the ghost
at one of the parties hosted by Candlelighters at
Xli Pe{rw{ssh mr Ehip2 M viqiqfiv Hv Pi{mw0
the nurses Carol (I think), Neil (always our fave)
and Martyn (the nutter!). My stomach always
twists a bit looking at these pictures - it’s really
strange but also reminds me how strong I am
and how far I’ve come… also to make every
moment matter! Some lovely memories of the
eqe~mrk wxeʆ xlex gevih jsv qi ,erh q} Qyq-0
oh and one of the really good memories was
going to stay in Bridlington at one of the lodges 
at South Cliff Caravan Park.

And now?: Eq} mw rs{ lettmp} qevvmih {mxl 
two beautiful step-daughters and the three 
of them have been involved in volunteering 
for Candlelighters, like at the Bunny Hop 
at Temple Newsam in 2018!

 M {irx xs xli ]QGE girxvi x{mgi 

autographed sporting goods to raise extra funds. 

 Egyxi p}qtlsfpewxmg piyoeiqme ,EPP-

You can read more of these stories on our website! www.candlelighters.org.uk/ccam

Acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL)






