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Thank you so much for fundraising in aid of Candlelighters. Your support will enable us to bring light 
and hope to children and families affected by childhood cancer across Yorkshire, through vital support 
services and research projects. 
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About Candlelighters 

Each year, over 150 children in Yorkshire are diagnosed with 
cancer. When a child receives a diagnosis, lives are turned 
upside down in an instant; not just for the child but for their 
parents, grandparents, siblings, friends and extended family. 
Getting well again can be a long and challenging journey, 
physically, emotionally and even financially. Supporting these 
children and their families throughout that journey is why 
Candlelighters was formed more than 40 years ago.

Candlelighters’ vision is to bring light and hope to every family affected by childhood cancer in 
Yorkshire and provide emotional, practical and financial support to empower children and their 
families. Candlelighters also funds research to improve treatment and outcomes for children with 
cancer, now and for future generations. 

This pack will provide you with the ideas and inspiration you 
need, as well as essential information about fundraising for 
Candlelighters. We hope it will be useful to you as you 
embark upon your fundraising journey.  

Hi Fundraiser,  
I’m Champ, the Candlelighters 
mascot! Thank you so much for 

choosing to fundraise for  
Candlelighters. Your support really  
does mean so much to me and the 

team. Let’s go on a fundraising 
journey!  

- Champ
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Take on a virtual challenge for Candlelighters and be the spark that keeps our candle burning! 

“Take on a Great Yorkshire Challenge 
in aid of a Great Yorkshire Charity!” 

Cycle the 127 mile  
distance of the  

Leeds-Liverpool 
Canal 

Walk the  
Yorkshire Three 

Peaks, using your 
staircase 

Cycle the 380 miles of 
the Tour de Yorkshire 

over a week, two 
weeks or a month 

Walk up the Cow & 
Calf rocks on Ilkley 
Moor 58 times to 

equal Mount Everest 

Be inspired by… John Walter, CDS 
CDS employee, John, climbed his stairs 359 times which was the height of the 
National Three Peaks! The Yorkshire Three Peaks can be done in three days by 
completing 155 flights and an additional 12,000 steps each day. 

Other ideas... 

Run a virtual distance of your choice, alone or with a group of friends. You can use apps like Strava 
to track your runs and encourage each other, even if you can’t run side by side!  

Make the epic journey across the English Channel (virtually!) by swimming 1,352 lengths in a 25m 
swimming pool. Take on the challenge over a day, a week or a month. 

“Walk the equivalent of one of these 
epic journeys!” 

Be inspired by… Team Rueben 
In loving memory of their son, Rueben, dad Stephen, step-mum Liz, and brothers, 
Otis and Sidney, walked 196 miles from St Bees to Robin Hood’s Bay. 

Ideas - Virtual Challenges 

https://www.candlelighters.org.uk/great-yorkshire-challenge/
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Ideas - Other ways to Fundraise 

Coffee Amnesty - Could you and a group of friends or colleagues give up coffee for one month and 

donate what you would usually spend to Candlelighters? You could even get sponsored to do so.

Auction - Auctions are a great way to raise money. They can be done silently or as a live event 

online, and you could contact your network, who may be able to donate prizes to the cause. 

Non-uniform Day - Set up a fundraising page and ask people to donate to wear non-uniform, a silly 

hat, pyjamas or anything else you can think of! Both schools and offices can take part.

Donate Button - Fundraising on social media is a really effective way to raise money; simply adding 

a ‘Donate’ button to your post can encourage donations. You could also create a Facebook Fundraiser.  

Livestream - Do you play an instrument or sing? Set up a live virtual concert on Facebook for 

friends and family or live stream an event, such as a head shave or a fitness challenge of your choice.   

Easter - Easter is a really great time to fundraise, why not hold an Easter bonnet competition from 

home, work, or at your community group meeting or school? 

Leg Wax - A sponsored leg wax, hair dye or head shave is a great way to raise money and can be 

filmed from home if people can't make it to come watch. 

Instead of Gifts - Why not ask for donations instead of gifts for your birthday, anniversary or 

Christmas? You can do this using a Facebook Fundraiser or fundraising page.  

Green Fingers - Host a sunflower growing competition. Encourage friends, your school and 

colleagues to grow a sunflower, and pay to enter with a prize going to the tallest.  

Halloween - Pumpkin carving competitions are a great way to raise money in your community, at 

school or at work. Just set up a fundraising page and ask people to pay to enter. 

Test their Knowledge - We all know that everyone loves a good quiz! Let us know if you would like 

your very own Candlelighters Quiz to host.

Empty the Attic - Next time you have a clear out, why not sell your unwanted items on E-bay and 

donate the profits to Candlelighters? This can work on your own or as part of an organised group. 

Regular Gift - A monthly donation to Candlelighters helps us plan for the future, knowing we can 

rely on your donation each month. You can set up a regular donation by clicking here.  

Shop - Buying our brilliant Candlelighters merchandise is the perfect way to not only raise money, 

but to spread awareness and proudly tell people you support children with cancer. Check it out here. 

https://candlelighters.enthuse.com/regulargiving#!/
https://www.candlelighters.org.uk/shop/


5 

It’s great to be able to tell your supporters what their donations could help to achieve here at 
Candlelighters. Here are some examples of what your amazing fundraising could do! 

What your Donation could Fund 
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Setting up your Fundraising Page 

The most effective way of fundraising is to set up your own online JustGiving or Enthuse page. Here 
are some top tips to make the most of your fundraising! 

Why should I set up an Online Page? 

• It’s very easy for people to donate whenever they want, meaning more donations
• You can easily share your page with people by email or through social media.
• The money you donate will come directly to Candlelighters, so you don’t have to worry about 

sending it in (make sure you remember to send in offline donations & sponsor forms though)
• It’s secure, spam-free, and very simple to set up – it only takes about three minutes

Make it Personal 

This is your page, so show your personality! Choose a fun page title, explain what your challenge 
involves and  what Candlelighters means to you. Include regular updates on how you’re getting on 
with preparations to keep people interested; they’ll be keen to sponsor you if they know the effort 
you’re putting in. People who put a  photo on their page raise 53% more than those who don’t, so 
make sure you snap a selfie too. 

Set your own Target 

People who set an online fundraising target raise on average 40% more than those who don’t. 
Whatever figure you have in mind, add it in as people will want to help you get there. 

Share, Share, Share 

Share your JustGiving or Enthuse link with as many people as possible and post to your social media 
channels – sharing just after pay-day usually helps boost your total. Remember to thank everyone 
personally if they donate too. 

The End is just the Beginning 

Around 20% of sponsorship comes in after someone has completed their challenge, so don’t stop 
once your event or activity is over. Let people know how it went, post some photos and let people 
continue to show their support.  

You can Set Up your Page Now At 

JustGiving or Enthuse. JustGiving is a very popular platform but it takes a higher fee per donation 
than Enthuse. If you find Enthuse works well for you, that means even more money for Candlelighters. 

A Couple of Things to Note 

Your online page will close automatically three months after your event date, unless you specify a 
closing date.  Money from your online page may take a few weeks to be added to your Candlelighters 
record. We do our very best to ensure our thank you letters include your most up to date total but if 
you spot an error, do contact us at info@candlelighters.org.uk.

https://help.justgiving.com/hc/en-us/articles/200669491-Setting-up-your-Fundraising-Page-for-a-charity
https://candlelighters.enthuse.com/fundraising/start#!/
mailto:info@candlelighters.org.uk
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Friends and Family 

Your friends and family are the most likely people to support your fundraising activity so make sure 
you keep them all updated on what you are doing. WhatsApp, Messenger and email are great 
ways to do this but of course, tell them all about it when you see them. 

Get your Work Involved 

You may have a network of contacts through work; colleagues, suppliers or customers could all 
potentially support or get involved with your fundraising activity. Send an email or even pop a  
notice up in the staff room letting them know what you are doing and how they can help. 

The Press 

The local media are often interested in stories from across their community. There are a number 
of ways to let the local press know about what you are doing, either by emailing them a press 
release, telling them what you are doing and why, or by calling the news desk directly. If you 
would like any help, just email us at info@candlelighters.org.uk or call 0113 3229283. 

Use of our Logo 

‘In aid of’ fundraisers must seek explicit permission from our fundraising team before using any 
version of our logo in publicity materials. You may be granted use of our ’in aid of’ logo (for one-off 
events) or ‘proud to support’ logo (for longer-term fundraising) on request. To speak to a member of 
the team about use of these logos, please email info@candlelighters.org.uk or call 0113 3229283. 

Promoting Your Fundraising 

Social Media 

Social media is a fantastic way to quickly tell lots of people about what you are doing. Share your 
story on your social media accounts and the link to your online fundraising page. Remember to 
follow the Candlelighters social media pages too and keep up to date with everything we’re doing 
too. 

@CandlelightersTrust 

@CandlelightersT 

@CandlelightersYorkshire 

Candlelighters Trust 

mailto:info@candlelighters.org.uk
mailto:info@candlelighters.org.uk
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How can your Network help you Fundraise? 

• Your child’s school - Schools will often take part in fundraising activities such as dress-
down days or special challenges.

• Your employer - Your employer may be able to offer matched funding for your endeavours, 
donate to Candlelighters, set up a payroll giving option for staff, organise staff 
fundraising or pick Candlelighters as their Charity of the Year. This may also be the case 
for other businesses local to you, or where your friends and family work.

• Your local shop - Often local shops and small businesses may be willing to support your 
endeavours by advertising your challenge, doing their own fundraising, or even donating a 
percentage of the sale of one of their products (please speak to us about this first as it 
needs a special agreement!).

• Your child’s after-school club - Groups such as Brownies/Cubs or sports clubs are 
amazing at fundraising. They may want to take on a challenge too and we can 
sometimes help towards achieving certain goals or badges the children need to gain.

• Your own leisure time - Do you go to an evening class or group? Many activity groups can 
fundraise, from asking for donations to organising their own events.

• Your gym - Speak to your gym instructors about organising a sponsored challenge for 
members - it’s the perfect place to get lots of people involved.

• Facebook groups - Are you a member of any local groups? These can be a great place to 
advertise your fundraising or to ask the community to get involved.

Tanya’s Fundraising Story  

Tanya, mum to Emily, founded ‘Team Emily’ in 2019 to raise funds for Candlelighters. She has 
encouraged donations from across her community and in doing so, has raised over £15,000! 
Here’s how she did it: 
1. Got in touch with her children’s primary school and encouraged them to have a non-uniform 

day
2. Supported friends and family to fundraise themselves by taking on a challenge event, or 

asking for donations in lieu of gifts
3. Met with and encouraged local businesses to support in various ways, from payroll giving to 

donating sales of carrier bags
4. Spoke to her local Amateur Dramatics Society and Barrel Push Committee, who did some 

fundraising for Candlelighters
5. Enlisted the help of a friend who owned a tearoom, who fundraised there

Promoting your Fundraising 
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Useful Information 

What can you Expect from Us? 

To help you on your fundraising journey, you will receive support from one of our fundraisers, 
including: a welcome email, useful hints and tips, access to promotional material such as posters 
and flyers, and a thank you letter or certificate at the end of your fundraising.  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Restrictions 

Charities and other fundraising organisations are working in challenging conditions. Fundraising 
should be carried out in a way that follows both Government advice and the Fundraising 
Regulator’s Code of Fundraising Practice. There are many creative ways to raise funds whilst 
experiencing the current restrictions and you can see some of our ideas in this booklet under 
‘Virtual Fundraising Ideas’. For more information, visit fundraisingregulator.org.uk 

Liability 

Please make sure that it is clear that you are fundraising ‘in aid of’ Candlelighters (our ‘in aid of’ 
logo can be provided). ‘In aid of’ fundraising means you are responsible for organising all 
aspects of your fundraising  activity and that Candlelighters will not accept any liability relating to 
your fundraising. Click here for some advice on liabilities in sections 3, 4, 5 and 6, as well as 
extra tips for fundraising from GOV.UK. Candlelighters will not cover fundraising expenses or 
costs for 'in aid of’ fundraisers. If you are organising an event, you will need to undertake the 
necessary risk assessments and ensure the health and safety of all attendees is taken seriously. 

Third Party Data 

As part of your fundraising, you may come into contact with personal data belonging to people 
involved in your activity. You are responsible for ensuring that any paper or electronic data you 
hold complies with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). You should keep any data 
you have, stored securely and safe from loss, damage or unauthorised access. You must not 
keep data for any longer than you need it and do not share information about someone 
without their permission. For more information, please visit ico.org.uk. 

Ethical Fundraising 

Candlelighters must ensure that fundraising activities do not damage the reputation or 
standing of the charity, its mission and its family members. We cannot accept donations 
that are derived from the manufacture of weapons, tobacco manufacture or alcohol brands. If 
you would like to discuss our ethical fundraising policy please contact info@candlelighters.org.uk 
or call 0113 3229283 to speak to a member of the fundraising team.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/can-do-guide-for-organisers-of-voluntary-events/the-can-do-guide-to-organising-and-running-voluntary-and-community-events
ico.org.uk
mailto:info@candlelighters.org.uk
https://www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/
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Useful Information 

Raffles and Lotteries 

Holding a raffle or lottery is a great way to generate funds with minimal costs. There are strict laws 
relating to lotteries and raffles (please see Gambling Commission for more information). Please 
ensure that you are familiar with these and operate your auction, lottery or raffle accordingly. 
There may be circumstances when a license is required, for instance, if your raffle is being run 
over a period of days.  To lawfully run a raffle without needing a license, either in person or 
through digital platforms such as Facebook, you will need to run the draw on the same day 
that you have advertised it. This is known as a tombola style raffle. As a responsible charity, we 
are obliged to provide this guidance; once we have done so, if you go ahead with another type or 
raffle, this is your responsibility and we cannot be held accountable for any action taken from the 
Gambling License Regulators. 

Sending in Your Donation 

There are a number of ways you can pay in your donation. 

Online - You can donate direct through our website by visiting candlelighters.org.uk and 
selecting Donate Today. Please make sure you provide the details of how your money was raised. 

Bank Transfer - If you would like to transfer the funds raised direct into our account, you can do 
so using the details below. Please ensure you reference your name so we are able to identify 
where the money has come from. 

Cheques - If you are making your donation by cheque, please make it payable to ‘Candlelighters 
Trust’ and post it to Candlelighters, 8 Woodhouse Square, Leeds, LS3 1AD. Please include a note 
with your name and contact information, and if your donation is in memory of someone, please 
also let us know their name.  

Cash - To make a cash donation please contact info@candlelighters.org.uk or call 0113 3229283 
to discuss our current COVID-safe procedure.

Gift Aid 

Gift Aid is an easy way to maximise your fundraising. If your supporter is a UK taxpayer, the 
government will give Candlelighters 25p for every £1 they donate. However, there are strict rules to 
follow. Gift Aid cannot be claimed on ticket sales, raffle ticket sales, winning auction bids, or 
anything other than an individual donation. Also, it cannot be claimed on behalf of a group or 
as part of a collection. For more information, please click here or contact us for a Gift Aid form. 

https://www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/gift-aid
https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/for-the-public/Fundraising-and-promotions/Advertising-and-promoting.aspx
https://www.candlelighters.org.uk/
mailto:info@candlelighters.org.uk
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@CandlelightersTrust @CandlelightersT @candlelightersyorkshire Candlelighters Trust 

Thank you so much for choosing to support 

Candlelighters 

If you have any questions at all, please do get in touch 

Our Fundraising Team would love to hear from you:  

Email - info@candlelighters.org.uk  

Or call - 0113 322 9283  

Thank You! 

mailto:info@candlelighters.org.uk



